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WELCOME TO OUR 3RD
SCIENT NEWSLETTER!
You can learn more regarding the upcoming September grand event
“SCIENT Business Idea Competition” that is happening in Nicosia, Cyprus,
the first of its kind in Europe!
Find out some fascinating facts regarding the pilot testing programme
that took place in 2016 in 7 EU countries (Cyprus, Portugal, Spain,
Lithuania, Malta, Italy, the UK).
Lastly check out what SCIENT’s participants think of the project in their
testimonials!!
Funded by the
Erasmus+ Programme
of the European Union

Use your SCIentific knowledge
Develop your ENTrepreneurial skills

Start Your
Own Business
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Our final grand event:
SCIENT Entrepreneurship Academy and
Business Idea Competition

INVITATION

30 STEM PhD students and graduates from 7 participating
EU countries will present their business ideas

Place

Name of
event

Date

European
University Cyprus,
Nicosia, Cyprus

SCIENT
Business Idea
Competition

14th
September 2017

THE FIRST OF ITS KIND IN EUROPE

c e s i e
the world is only one creature

Funded by the
Erasmus+ Programme
of the European Union

The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents
which reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made
of the information contained therein.

The final event entitled “SCIENT Entrepreneurship Academy
and Business Competition”
aims to put in practice the
experiences acquired during
the pilot testing programme
by the participants.
35 STEM PhD students and graduates have been selected from the 7
participating EU countries to present
their business ideas and take part
in the competition that our SCIENT
team will organise in Nicosia, Cyprus,
between the 11th until the 14th of
September 2017.
The 5 top participants from each
country will travel to Cyprus and participate in a 2-day Entrepreneurship
Academy followed by a day dedicated to practicing their pitching and
finally presenting their business ideas
in front of the Panel of Judges, during
the Business Idea Competition event,
happening on the 14th of September. This event aims to celebrate the
success of our participants and their
learning trip towards a new career
path, that of entrepreneurship.

This stage is of vital importance for
the practical application of our training content, seeing in reality how
our young scientists have utilised in
practice everything that they have
been taught during the pilot training seminars that took place in 2016.
Also the event will be a unique
opportunity for young researchers
from across Europe to exchange
ideas, become aware of multi-cultural issues, practice their pitching
together, transfer best practices and
develop a network between them
that could lead to successful collaborations over the long-run.
The events
The 5 top particiwill be
pants from each
open to
country will
the public.
travel to Cyprus
A large
and participate in
number of
a 2-day Entrepreacademics,
neurship Academy
researchfollowed by a day
ers, consuldedicated to practants, pubticing their pitchlic officers,
ing and finally
decision
presenting their
makers,
business ideas
national
MEPs, well-known entrepreneurs
and managers and other representatives of the public and private sectors have been invited to attend.

All young scientists will present their
business plans to a panel of representatives from all partner organisations,
in order to give them the opportunity
to obtain funding and other valuable
prizes which will help them in realising Don’t miss this unique event happening for the first time in Europe!
their business idea through the creation of their own start-up.
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Key information for our SCIENT pilot
testing programme
In 2016, following the development
of our unique training programme
by all involved SCIENT partners, a
pilot testing seminar with a duration
of 40 hours took place in 7 EU countries (Cyprus, Spain, Italy, Portugal,
Lithuania, Malta, UK). The participants were STEM PhD students and
post-docs, aiming to develop their
entrepreneurial mindset and become

knowledgeable about key issues
relating to entrepreneurship, startups, business models and commercialization of research findings.
The key information relating to the
preliminary work that took place at
the start of the project and the subsequent organization of the pilots is
shown below:

• 15 partner organisations from 8 different countries
• +100 visits to local and EU organisations aiming to collect
information and structure an innovative programme based on
the needs of STEM PhD students and post-docs
• More than 1000 participants completed the online
questionnaire
• 1 Innovative training programme focusing on PhD Stem
students and graduates fully funded by the Erasmus+ Knowledge Alliances EU programme.
• 7 Pilot Testing Seminars in Cyprus, Portugal, Spain, Italy,
UK, Lithuania, Malta
• 5 training days, covering 12 learning units dedicated to
STEM PhD students/graduates
• Mentoring and coaching following the completion of this
pilot programme
• More than 100 PARTICIPANTS across 7 EU countries
• Opportunity for pilot participants to participate in a 1-week
Internship in another EU country, all costs covered!
• Success stories of STEM entrepreneurs from all over Europe
shared during pilots!
• Great networking opportunities with investors, business
people, successful entrepreneurs and consultants!
• 3 days of Entrepreneurship Academy with the pilot participants
with the 5 top business ideas from each country. In total 35
participants from 7 countries.
• 1 EU Business Idea Competition and Great Awards! In total
25 Business Ideas to be presented!
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What the participants think about
SCIENT! Check out their testimonials!

The vast majority of pilot
testing participants across
all 7 countries were enthusiastic with our SCIENT programme. This is evident from
the testimonials they provided following the completion of the pilot seminar
and their internships abroad.
Some of these testimonials
are shown below:

It was a very interesting programme
that will help any participant to get
into the right mentality of entrepreneurial spirit. Full of interesting and
interactive lectures that will give you
a complete knowledge on how to
start your own business.
Chrysavgi Nikolaidou
(Cyprus)

World is full of opportunities and
I have concluded my internship
information, hardest part is to choose
included in the program of SCIENT
what is right for you. Start as early
course. I want to express my satisfac- as possible and if you do not know
tion about this experience. I choose try everything, once you have found
to do my internship at the GEO FUN something stick to it and go deeper.
company that is situated at Ponta
You will always succeed more with
Delgada (Azores islands) because
less skilled but very good, honest and
their activities are in line with my
real team than with a bunch of smart
business idea. I was impressed by
individuals. It is passion and courage
the professionalism of the company
what drives people forward. Scient
that provided me with key and vital
is a good starting point for
information and suggestions on how
this purpose.
to start a tourism company. I want to
Anonymus (Lithuania)
say thanks to SCIENT team that provided this great possibility. I am now
satisfied from the whole training
What I learned during this course
and internship experience and I am were the key steps to starting your
enthusiastic in carrying on my busiown business, I had no clue how to
ness idea.
do this before I participated to the
SCIENT course, having taken an EngiTodaro Simona (GeoFun
neering Post Graduate degree. I was
UNESCO Azores Geoparkgiven to tools and techniques and
Italy)
the motivation to get started. The
best part of this course has been the
SCIENT training programme was a
meeting of new friends and
great experience that really allowed
the quality of the lecturers.
me to develop my entrepreneurship
skills. Having the opportunity to share
Zihng Zhu (UK)
experiences with successful entrepreneurs in the field of science and technology was of great inspiration. I felt Before following the course, I was
that the most important part was the only a highly qualified professional
bridge provided between research
who thought that his knowledge was
and business, creating products/serenough to create products and havvices with the acquired knowledge,
ing the skills to sell them. Now I see
something that we often lack in aca- that I can behave as an entrepredemia or during the implementation neur, being good in explaining and
of our doctorate studies. Moreover,
selling my products. That gives me a
SCIENT allowed me to attend an
much more challenging future.
international congress in my field of
Joaquνn Alcαzar Ballesta
research, where I presented my work
(Spain)
and developed my contact
network. Altogether, SCIENT
was a splendid experience.
Josué Carvalho (Portugal)

More news about the grand event happening in Cyprus in September 2017
and the final steps of the project coming up in our 4th SCIENT Newsletter!
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